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SUTTON LODGE FOR THE FAMILY THAT SKIS TOGETHER

Husband-wife team takes over, renovates
Le Montagnard, Auberge/Hétel et Chalets

ROCHELLE LASH
Hotel Intel

Husband and wife Simon San-
scartier and Maxime Désourdy
are expanding their Eastern
Townships operations in more
ways than one.

On Feb. 9, they welcomed their
third daughter, Ollie — baby
sister to 18-month-old Alexis and
three-year-old Raph.

The other big development is
that they have become hoteliers,
taking over the picturesque
mountain domain of Le Montag-
nard, Auberge/Hotel et Chalets,
about two kilometres from Mont
Sutton.

It has a variety of well-main-
tained lodging — simple, but fully
renovated over the past year. The
attractions are its considerable
leisure facilities and majestic
Eastern Townships location,
high on a hill overlooking a
northern stretch of the Appala-
chian Mountains. It’s all about
tranquillity and gorgeous boreal
views.

The scene: Le Montagnard covers
alarge swath of land, and there

is alot to do. In winter, guests
can use the hot tub, a hiking trail
that borders the Sutton River, an
outdoor fireplace, and a yard for
toddlers’ tobogganing or simply
romping in the snow.

In summer, playtime is about
the heated outdoor pool, soc-
cer, badminton and volleyball.
Indoors, the auberge has a game
room and there is a wellness
aspect with the new sauna.

There’s no stopping the
dynamic couple behind this
property. The blueprints are
done for an outdoor barbecue
kitchen that will cater to pool-
side parties, and a lounge for
apres-ski drinks and bites.

Le Montagnard soon will run
group bus tours through the
Townships’ vineyards, micro-
breweries and antique routes.
When available, there will be a
shuttle to Mont Sutton.

“Our relatives are all skiers and
Maxime and I are both racers,
so we’re excited to be connected
with Mont Sutton,” Sanscartier
said. “We really enjoy hosting
families and we absolutely want
to keep Le Montagnard afford-
able.

“It’s also the perfect envi-
ronment for unique events in a
beautiful natural setting. Max-
ime is passionate about hospital-
ity, and we already have hosted
several weddings and corporate
retreats.”

Lodging: With accommodations
for about 120 people (up to 160 in
atight squeeze), Le Montagnard
is super flexible for small or large
parties of visitors. The main
lodge has two suites and the
annex buildings have 12 studios
and nine condos, plus there are
four large chalets for between 10
and 36 people.

Almost every unit has a fire-
place, and a balcony overlooking
the forest and the mountains.

“All of our studios, chalets
and condos have full kitchens,”
Sanscartier said. “This is a
money-saver, and so important
for families who want to cook ‘at
home. “

Guests can order a continental
breakfast of croissants, bagels,
yogurt, fruit muesli and cheeses,
either served or delivered to their

Le Montagnard, Auberge/Hoétel et Chalets, with considerable leisure facilities and a majestic Eastern Townships
location, is about two kilometres from Mont Sutton. LE MoNTAGNARD, AUBERGE/HOTEL ET CHALETS

room in a basket ($12.95 p.p.).

Every space at Le Montagnard
is well maintained and thought
out, with good bedside lighting,
wine glasses, and bathrobes for
that dash to the hot tub or pool.
Everything is new — flat-screen
TVs, beds and bedding, and the
bathrooms have been updated.

Désourdy also has a way with
interior decoration. The lodg-
ings are done in serene grey and
white, with velvet, suede and
linen textures adding warmth,
and vintage ski photography
recalling Sutton’s great mountain
traditions.

Mont Sutton: The family-friendly
destination will have activities
for spring break in March, such
as a treasure hunt on the trails
and a ski-week camp.

Bar Le Tucker, Sutton’s aprés
hangout, has karaoke on some
Wednesdays and, until the sea-
son’s end, open mic on Thurs-
days and live music on Fridays.
March 4 is the bar’s anniversary,

IFYOU GO

Le Montagnard, Auberge/Hotel et
Chalets: 888-538-9966, 450-538-
9966, montagnard.ca; 264 Maple
St., Sutton. Limited accessibility.
Pet-friendly, $40 per visit.

Price: Without skiing at Mont Sutton,
lodging starts at $180 per night, Sun.-
Thurs., for up to four people. With
kitchens/kitchenettes. Rates include
in-room coffee. Weekend prices can
be higher. Third night offered at 50
per cent discount, except for Christ-
mas. Laundry available at a fee.
Mont Sutton package: 866-538-
2545, 450-538-2545, montsutton.

so a party with prizes and sur-
prises is on the calendar.

Mont Sutton also has great pro-
grams for first-timers who can
get comfortable with traditional
downhill; telemark, the strenu-
ous heel-up sport; and even the
trendy snowscoot, a standup, sin-
gle-ski scooter. Boutique Expéri-

com. Ski-Dodo-Ski package at Le
Montagnard (weekdays), with 1%
day'’s skiing/snowboarding and
breakfast at the mountain, starts at
$115 p.p., double occ., in a Montag-
nard Studio. For more skiing, Ski-
Dodo-Ski starts at $212 p.p., double
occ., at Le Montagnard for 2% days
of downhill and two nights' lodging.
Ski-Dodo-Ski available at five other
Sutton lodges, from $115-$142 p.p.
Sutton tourism: 800-565-8455,
450-538-8455, suttontourism.ca.
Eastern Townships tourism: 800-
355-5755, easterntownships.org.

ence has boot-fitting, equipment
and head-to-toe clothing.

Sutton is a broad mountain
with a huge variety of terrain,
including 45 per cent of its trails
snaking through the trees. The
area’s ambassadors can guide
newcomers to the best glades,
steeps and cruisers.
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